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For six decades, Rosehill has offered
transcendent experiences and has
touched and changed countless lives.

We passionately believe
that culture is key to
building creative, resilient
and hopeful communities,
and our impact

extends far beyond

our intimate theatre.

In 2017, we completed
Reimagine Roseill,
a major capital
development which
enabled us to extend
our welcome and

High above smoss model
Whitehaven, looking

out towards Scotland
and inland to the

cumbria
CULTURE

Lake District, Rosehill |
AWARDS 2019 ion doesn’t end there.
We have an exciting vision for the years ahead

is the cultural hub for i exciti 1 for the years oh
v urther deepen Rosehill’s cultural,
West OCBUlQ. social and economic :j_OUooﬁ.

So as we celebrate this 60th birthday we are firmly
focussed on the future.

We thank everyone who has been part of the story so
far, and we invite you to come with us as we embark
on the next exciting stage in Rosehill’s journey.



The story
so far

In 1959, silk merchant

Sir Nicholas Sekers bought
the interior of a tiny
Whitehaven music hall,
shipped it to his barn, and
invited celebrated stage
and film designer Oliver
Messel to transform it into
a theatre. Thus was born
the ‘rose-red, silk-lined
jewel box’ that has
surprised and delighted
generations of visitors

to Roseh

Sekers made Rosehill a home to
some of the greatest performers
and composers of the day, including
Peggy Ashcroft, John Gielgud,
Jacqueline Du Pré, John Betjeman,
Yehudi Menuhin, Benjamin Britten,
Peter Pears and Rostropovich.

More recently,
Rosehill has
experienced its
own remarkable
transformation.

Soon, edgier performers
made their creative home
at Rosehill, such as a
young David Bowie, who
played here with his
partner and inspiration,
Lindsay Kemp, while
he was incubating
Ziggy Stardust. |

In 2017 we completed an ambitious £3m redevelopment,
which refurbished the ‘jewel box’ theatre, vastly
improved backstage facilities, made the whole building
more accessible, and introduced our much-loved
restaurant, The Green Room.

During the redevelopment, we pioneered Rosehill on the
Road, taking extraordinary performances out into the
communities of Allerdale and Copeland.

At home and on the road, our programme is a rich mix
- from superlative classical performers to inspirational
children’s work, and from wicked cabaret to socially-
engaged drama - tailored to inspire and delight all
sections of our community.

Our wide-ranging Taking Part programme involves

and inspires the community, particularly local

children and young people. And by nurturing local
artists, and offering structured support through
apprenticeships and training, we open up opportunities
for future generations.
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The series of concerts
being held in alternative
venues is a boldly
imaginative and highly
successful development
that again illustrates the
spirit of endeavour which
permeates Rosehill's
approach to programming
and is bringing music
directly into the
community that Rosehill
serves so well.

Keith Snell, audience member



Lifting spirits

At Rosehill, we offer truly uplifting
experiences, bring people together
- whether it’s a virtuoso concert in
the theatre, jazz in the bar, or locally
sourced, skilfully prepared food in
The Green Room.

The Green Room is underpinned by
feelgood values - freshness, quality and
local sourcing — and is a fertile training
ground for local young people.

And by buying a ticket or enjoying a meal
at Rosehill, you are directly supporting
local artists, trainees and apprentices,
investing in the future of our community.

We aim to surprise and delight, and
encourage our audiences to try
something new and different.

We bring world-class performers to West
Cumbria — not only to perform, but to
mentor local artists and create work with
local children.

Our Taking Part programme creates
opportunities for children and young
people to express themselves creatively
and discover their potential.

There was a tangible sense
of the theatre reaching
beyond its walls to engage
community groups,

while simultaneously
championing innovative
craft, which feels incredibly
brave for a building-based
organisation such

as Rosehill.

Tom Spencer,
Artistic Director, Fine Chisel

The balancing of quality arts, culture and
entertainment alongside work with children,
young people and in a large community is
exemplary... I say this as a born and bred West
Cumbrian with experience of the national and
international achievements and endeavours of
others. Many of these are far better resourced
to deliver than Rosehill, and yet the work here
matches the best... I am commuitted to the
much-needed success of Rosehill as an essential
part of the wellbeing and regeneration of the
many communities of West Cumbria

Lord (Melvyn) Bragg

.

Giving our children the
chance to hear top quality
musicians playing a range
of music that they've not
heard previously was a
fantastic thing; one girl
told her mum that Monday
was the ‘best day ever’

at school!

Head Teacher, Moresby Primary School



By offering first experiences of
superlative artistic activity, rigorous
apprenticeships and training in The
Green Room, and a wide programme

of participation, mentoring and
co-creation, we open doors for children
and young people and others in our
community to lift their sights, believe in
their potential, and transform their lives.

Changing
lives

Rosehill is an exemplar organisation,

Mahogany Opera is committed
to stretching the boundaries

of what opera can be and who

it is for. In Rosehill we have a
partner who shares our values

of inclusion and collaboration.
The work we have done
together, with young people and
professional artists performing
alongside each other, has been
transformational for all involved
and, personally, some of the most
inspiring moments in my life.

Frederic Wake-Walker,

welcoming and outward facing, developing istic Director, Mahogany Opera Group
strong relationships with the community

and delivering work of the highest quality,

accessible by everyone, in particular young

people and children facing barriers to

engagement. Prism Arts have thoroughly
enjoyed our partnership and Rosehill have
regularly achieved sell out audiences for

our touring work.

Catherine Coulthard, Chief Executive, Prism Arts

' Story

Since it opened in 2017, The Green Room has trained
6 apprentices, who have become skilled and
enthusiastic members of the hospitality workforce
in Cumbria and beyond.

Lola, from Lowca, was a teenage mum who'd never

had a ‘real’ job until she joined The Green Room as
an apprentice. Thanks to her grit, determination and
humour she has been able to balance family and
work life and has excelled in her training. She now
manages the starters and desserts section and even
produced her own macaroons, which have become
a popular staple of the daily menu.

t | didn’t know what | wanted to do, | had no real
‘ cookery skills and wouldn’t touch fish. | couldn’t
cook anything more than chicken nuggets! Once
my little boy was at nursery, | wanted to make a go

of something | was interested in. I'd studied food
technology at school and passed art with flying

colours

>

so this job is perfect for me. | really enjoy

the creative side and | find the chemistry behind it
fascinating. | love what | do, especially as we
all have a lot of fun. Eventually | want to be a

pastry chef. .“
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Commissioning innovative
and accessible forms of
performance — including a
strong digital element -
to introduce new audiences
to the greatest classical
music and encourage
active participation.

Co-creation of major
community productions,
via collaboration between
leading professionals,
emerging local artists,
and performers and makers
from all sections of
our community.

Further development
of our hugely effective
apprenticeship and
training programme, merging
arts, craft, food and
landscape to reflect
our unique location.

Into the future

Building on sixty years at the heart of
West Cumbria’s cultural life, and the
remarkable advances of recent years,

we are poised to build on this success with
even greater energy and momentum.

Extension of Rosehill
on the Road to incorporate
regular pop-ups for The programme of
Green Room, including hand-picked films and
mini-festivals of food and . . . the finest national
Residencies for leading entertainment in Imﬂm we I_@_J__@—J.n ._Cmﬂ e inismeitioine]

artists Gt RosehillEinspining community settings. some of the ideas and performance.
children and young people, O_OUO—.HCBm.Emw we would
mentoring local artists and . .

performing regularly in like to pursue in the

community settings. next five years.
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Extending the reach

! ~< 5 Rosehill has a vital role to play “

: : F |
in the renaissance of the North Sureem e Mﬁ:m 553% ﬂoﬂm TRl s )
D o S e and performance v
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Energy Coast, which was an creativity and collaboration with ol
self-expression. local libraries. J

important funder in the capital
redevelopment, will continue to
work with Rosehill to help it grow
to its full potential.

Design development
of the public areas of the
building, to enhance
T —— Development of the Rosehill's welcome and

ichael Pemberton, i . . . .
: adjacent barn to With the right partnerships, we can deliver all encoliogelgiearenfise
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thriving West Cumbria community.

, Come with us as
Rosehill is vital to the ' we build a
continuing development of ; A% _U_s_ @ jﬁ .ﬁCﬁC re

Whitehaven in many ways,

from place shaping to health ’ _Im.ﬁ..ﬂm—dm mvmﬂ.m.ﬂm

and wellbeing. It is a cultural

flagship for the area. ; O—JQ —.-Qm—dm =<mm
Sarah Mitchell, , . ._.OQ ether

Economic & Community Regeneration Manager,
Copeland Borough Council

R60@rosehilltheatre.co.uk
rosehilltheatre.co.uk
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We are also grateful for the support, financial and
otherwise, of the many individuals (including Friends
and ICONs) and many other organisations who came
together to make the redevelopment of Rosehill
possible and who are crucial to our ongoing work.

Rosehill Theatre
Moresby
Whitehaven
Cumbria CA28 6SE

Company number 630615 Registered Charity number 250846

LINBURY

01946 692422
R60@rosehilltheatre.co.uk
rosehilltheatre.co.uk




